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Upcoming Events 
 On Tuesday, June 9 the Auburn Home in Wa-
conia One Year Anniversary Celebration Reception 
will be held at the Auburn Home in Waconia 
(AHW).  A dedication service will be held for the 
AHW chapel on that day. Check the website for 
more details. 

 The 13th Annual “Called to Care” Golf Clas-
sic will be held on Monday, July 20, at Dahlgreen 
Golf Club in Dahlgreen Township.  Check our web-
site for details. Start grooving your swing! 

 The 2nd Annual “Light Up Christmas” Cere-
monies at both Auburn Home in Waconia and Au-
burn Village will take place in December.  Check 
our website for dates and times. 
Note:  All events subject to change. 
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With no help, Margaret Happ popped up from her chair after the interview 
for this article, grabbed her wheeled walker, bid a friendly goodbye, and 
away she went to her next endeavor.  For your average 80 year old senior 
citizen, this wouldn’t be such a big deal.  But Margaret isn’t your average 
80 year old senior citizen.  She’s 105 years old!  She’s not your average 
105 year old senior citizen either.  Her mind is sharp, you’ll find her play-
ing cards or reading the newspaper, and she’s mobile. 

Margaret is a resident at Auburn Home in Waconia.  Her 82 year old son 
Donald lives about 4 miles away.  “He often says, ‘Mom, maybe I’ll be 
landing out there with you,’” When asked if she still offers her son moth-
erly advice, Margaret answered:  “I always tell him to be careful when 
he’s driving.  He goes to the doctor often, so he takes pretty good care of 
himself.” 

Born Margaret Thompson on Jan. 7, 1904, she grew up in Minneapolis with her two brothers, Howard and 
Elmer, and her parents, John and Katherine.  One of her fond childhood memories was of something that’s 
probably not experienced anymore:  She received a government citation for penmanship while in grade 
school.  Margaret graduated from the old Central High school in Minneapolis.  On May 6, 1925, Margaret 

was married to Joseph Happ at the Basilica of St. Mary, which wasn’t quite 
completed the day of the wedding.  “Boards were sticking out here and 
there.”  Of getting married at the Basilica, Joseph used to joke:  “If I’d 
known it was so far down the aisle to get to the altar, I wouldn’t have got-
ten married there.” 

Joseph worked for awhile as a road grader taking care of the unpaved roads 
in Carver County, which were in the majority.  The work was accomplished 
by horse and grader.  Soon he turned to farming. He and Margaret settled 
down on some acreage near Turbid Lake in Carver County.  Margaret got 
her hands dirty doing field work with the horses and milking the cows.  
Donald was Margaret and Joseph’s only son.  He was spared service in 
WWII as he was the only son on the farm. 
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Message from the CEO 

Visit us on our website 

Mike Senden, CEO 

Light Up Christmas raised almost $3,000 to be used by The Courtyard at Auburn expansion project and the gazebo for 
Auburn Home in Waconia. Thanks to everyone who  remembered their loved ones with a donation. 

This is the first of our Foundation Board member profiles.  The Foundation Board members provide direction and 
support for the fundraising efforts of Moravian Care Ministries.  We begin with the chairman of the Foundation 
Board – Bob Roepke. 

Foundation Board Profile 
Bob Roepke  

The word “ministry” appears in the name “Moravian Care Ministries” for a rea-
son.  Not only does it help characterize our Moravian heritage, but it also uplifts 
the spirit of the care provided at Auburn Manor, Auburn Courts, The Courtyard 
at Auburn, and Auburn Home in Waconia.  At Moravian Care Ministries, we 
attend to the spiritual needs of our residents along with the physical needs.  We 
follow Christ’s example of ministering to both the body and the soul.  Christ’s 
incarnation demonstrated for all time that the body and soul are connected.  
When one suffers, so does the other.  When one is healed, the other benefits.  As 
we celebrate the resurrection of Christ’s incarnation this Easter season, we bear 
in mind that it wasn’t just his soul that was resurrected, or just his body, but 
both.  That reality focuses our ministry of care at Moravian Care Ministries.  

¯ Chairman of the Foundation Board since 2008.  Bob is also the chairman of the 
 Board of Directors for  Moravian Care Ministries. 
¯ Married to wife Kathy.  They have two children:  Robyn age 37, and Ryan age 28 
¯ Former mayor of Chaska, MN, 1984 – 2002 
¯ Retired from 3M, a diversified technology company headquartered in Minnesota, 
 where he led the human resources and organizational development effort for 3M’s  

 Information Technology Division. 
    ¯ Interests include traveling, sports, and community building efforts. Bob Roepke at Auburn 

Home in Waconia  

Bob states his belief that “Moravian Care Ministries is a service to the community meeting the needs of an aging 
population.  Their services are of the highest quality delivered by quality, committed staff members, and built on 
a foundation of caring and faith.” 
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Give To An Established Charity 
Don’t let an unscrupulous charity take advantage of your goodwill.  Find a charity with a proven track record 
of success with dealing with the type of issue that concerns you and in the region that the issue occurs.  
Avoid fly-by-night charities.  Even well-meaning new organizations will not have the infrastructure and 
knowledge of the region to efficiently maximize your gift.  (Moravian Care Ministries has been serving 
Carver County for 80 years.) 
 
Designate Your Gift 
By designating your gift, you’ll ensure that your donation will be used as you intend.  Most charities with 
online giving portals offer a check box feature so that you can tell the organization how to spend your contri-
bution.  If you are mailing in a check, then write a note in the memo section of the check specifying what 
your gift is for.  (Moravian Care Ministries welcomes your designated donations.) 
 
Avoid Telemarketers 
Be wary of fundraisers who pressure you to make a contribution over the phone.  Never divulge your credit 
card information to someone soliciting you via the phone.  Instead, ask the fundraiser to send you written 
information about the charity they represent and do some research on your own.  Once you feel comfortable 
with the charity, send the organization a check directly in the mail, or give through their website, thus ensur-
ing 100% of your gift goes to the charity and not the for-profit fundraiser.  (Moravian Care Ministries does 
not, and will never, utilize for-profit fundraising telemarketers.) 
 

Research And Follow Up 
As always, take the time to find a charity you can trust.  And be sure to follow up with the charity in a few 
months to find out how your donation was put to use.  (The Moravian Care Foundation welcomes your in-
quiries.) 
 
Give Online 
The inherent speed of online giving provides instant gratification to donors and offers charities immediate 
access to much needed funds.  (You can donate to Moravian Care Ministries online www.moraviancare.org) 

Tips For Giving  

Company Matching Gifts 
Just recently one of our donors was able to double his gift through company matching funds. Check with your 
employer to find out if they match individual gifts to charity or non-profit organizations. Then send their name 
and completed form (if any) along with your donation in the envelope attached in this newsletter. 

From the Charity Navigator website 




