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The Garden Café —Serving up a healthy 

taste of community 

There‘s a new place at Auburn to get caught up on all the events of 

the day and solve most of the world‘s problems over a cup of cof-

fee. The Garden Café recently opened its doors and is quickly be-

coming a favorite hangout at Auburn. 

 

―This is nice to have available to us,‖ Auburn Courts resident Gail 

Johnson said. ―Breakfast was pretty good too.‖  

 

Excitement among residents has been building for the grand open-

ing of The Garden Café as this gives them even more food choices 

on campus.  

Light Up Christmas 

Gail Johnson (left) and Kate Willems chatting over 

breakfast.  

Auburn resident Phyllis Willems never really considered herself much of an artist. 

 

―I never had time for it I guess. I like to paint but, only now do I take the time. I am glad 

that people like my Christmas tree painting though,‖ Willems said.  

 

It‘s a good thing she decided to pick up a brush because her beautiful painting will adorn 

the Light Up Christmas glass ornament this year.  

 

Auburn Homes & Services is inviting you to honor someone or memorialize a special 

person in your life by purchasing an ornament. You will have the choice of having it 

placed on the Christmas tree at Auburn Home in Waconia or the tree at our Chaska cam-

pus.    

 

Light Up Christmas celebrations will start at 6:30 pm:  

  Tuesday, December 6 – Auburn Home in Waconia – 594 Cherry Drive 

  Wednesday, December 7 – Chaska campus – 501 North Oak Street 

 

Please fill out and return the enclosed envelope before November 22nd if you want to reserve an ornament.  

―We are always looking for new experiences to offer residents 

and The Garden Café helps us live out our mission even that 

much more,‖ Sheila Neiland-Snyder, housing administrator at 

Auburn, said. ―Our goal is to make it a central gathering place for 

residents, families and staff.‖  

The Garden Café currently serves breakfast but, in the future, Neiland-Snyder plans to also offer soup and sand-

wiches for lunch. ―Eventually we would like to be open 24/7,‖ she said.  

 

Kate Willems, a nutrition culinary coordinator who is responsible for the menu at the café, added, ―This is an 

important place for people to connect and build relationships. We will have all kinds of healthy choices for peo-

ple but we wouldn‘t be a café if we didn‘t offer some sweet treats as well!‖ 

 

The Garden Café is open regular business hours so check it out the next time you are visiting Auburn in Chaska.   
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It actually does take a rocket scientist! 

Don Olson when he was working on the U.S. space program in the late 1950‘s. 

by Peter Riedesel 

The project was headquartered at the University 

of Minnesota. Olson and a team of scientists 

were charged with determining the minimum 

amount of energy required to maneuver in orbit.    
 
 ―We had to calculate what was the least amount 

of energy that could be employed for changes in 

orbital velocity by a spacecraft,‖ Olson ex-

plained. ―That‘s important to know because it 

helps conserve fuel.  Every change in velocity by 

a spacecraft requires fuel.  The more the change, 

the more fuel required.  Every time a rocket goes 

into space, you need to know the ‗Delta 

V‘ [change in acceleration] because that will de-

termine how much fuel is needed.‖ 

You are most likely familiar with the saying ‗it doesn‘t take a rocket scientist‘. Well, when it comes to the 

life experiences of Auburn Courts resident, Don Olson, it in fact does take a rocket scientist. He was in-

volved in putting a man on the moon. 
 
In the late 1950‘s, the space race between the United States and Russia was in full stride. Russia had put 

Sputnik into orbit, which laid down the gauntlet for the United States to rally its own space program. Olson 

was called upon to work on a special project that eventually helped put the country back in the lead of the 

space race. As Olson remained behind-the-scenes, he was an instrumental player in getting Neal Armstrong 

to the moon for that monumental first step on the lunar surface.  

During his time with the minimum energy program, Olson worked alongside a number of rocket scientists from 

Germany. 
 
―The Russians and the United States were competing for German rocket scientists who had been a part of Hit-

ler‘s rocket program.  Both were grabbing them up as fast as they could,‖ he said.  
 
When reminiscing about the Apollo program, Olson said it was fueled by pride. ―We had to beat the Russians. It 

was impressive and exciting but it took a lot of work.  That was the only reason we did it – pride.‖   
 
Olson went on to pinpoint one of the main reasons why the United States was able to beat the Russians to the 

moon.  ―There were two philosophies:  launching a craft from a space station to reach the moon, or launching 

from earth.  The United States was able to determine much earlier than the Russians which philosophy was bet-

ter.  When the Russians realized they were getting way behind in reaching the moon first, they gave up on the 

idea.‖ 
 
Considering that America‘s space program is at a crossroads with the recent retirement of the space shuttle pro-

gram, Olson believes there is still plenty of space exploration to do. Aside from keeping the international space 

station occupied with U.S. astronauts, Olson believes the country will return to the moon and some day travel to 

Mars.   
 
―I think there‘s a lot of years left in humanity‘s existence on this planet, which leaves a lot more time for space 

exploration.  The challenge will be making space travel economically viable without the impetus of a hotly con-

tested space race,‖ he concluded.     
 
When space travel was hotly contested, this 87-year-old Auburn resident, was right in the thick of the race.  




